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Washington Roundup 


The National Defense Advisory Commission 
is receiving numerous queries from motion 
picture sources on the general subject of 
movies inconnection with national defense. 
These include offers from commercial pro- 
ducers to cooperate in the defense program, 
through newsreels or other media. Some are 
asking about the possibility of producing 
educational shorts on defense subjects. 
Others are considering regular entertain- 
ment features whereby the defense issue can 
be built around a fiction theme. 


The Defense Commission however has not 
yet done anything in the way of studying 
or surveying the possibilities of the use 
of motion pictures inany phase of national 
defense. The only Federal activity thus 


appears to be employment of films in service 
recruiting. 


The motion picture companies are offer— 
ing to cooperate in any way they can, but 
have not been asked to do anything. The 
only effort on the part of the commission 
is toward coordinating film programs of com- 
mercial companies with the view of avoid- 
ing any overlapping in subject matter and 
treatment of defense scenarios which might 
be harmful to the producers. 


Vaguely, there is the thought that later 
on films may be relied upon to portray the 
progress and development of the defense pro- 
gram, both non-commercially and through en- 
tertainment pictures using defense as the 
central theme. 


Some movie people from out California 
way who are apparently well-meaning but dumb, 
are trying to spread the story around town 
that film folk are especially well equipped 

(Continued on page 2) 


Henry Street 


A phase of the work of one of the out- 
standing Settlement houses in the United 
States is the subject of a film in produc- 
tion since July 8. Subject of the film and 
its sponsor are the Visiting Nurse Service 
of the Henry Street Settlement -— the only 
general bed-side nursing service in New 
York City. Dial Films is the producer. 


The theme of the film, whose title is 
Day After Day, concerns the relationship 
between the nurses ofthe Service and their 
patients. Four types of cases will figure 
in the story: surgical care, general care, 
maternity care and the crisis case (pneu- 
monia). 


Although some of the patients pay what 
they can, most of the work of the Service 
is free of charge. Henry Street Settlement 
is supported by big industrial companies, 
by those government agencies who use their 
service and by individual contributors. 
Picturing the accomplishments of the Settle- 
ment, the film is intended to encourage 
such support of its much needed work, and 
will be used ina forthcoming drive to raise 
money. Some theatrical distribution in 35mm 
and outside distribution in 16mm is favored, 
but nothing along that line has yet been 
worked out. 


Photography and writing of commentary 
are by Sheldon Dick. Direction and music 
arrangements are by Fred Steward. Produc- 
tion managers are George Jacobson and Ralph 
Allen. Irving Lerner is the Editor. Pic- 
ture will be finished about October 1. 
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Washington Roundup (Continued) 


to help with thedefense program. According 
to this theory, every cameraman isa poten- 
tial signal corps member, soundsmen would 
fit into artillery andanti-aircraft units, 
location crews would do their part in ap- 
plying experience gained in mass transporta-— 
tion and feeding, and last but not least 
publicity men would serve their country nobly 
as propagandists. 


Warner Brothers is engaged in making a 
series of movie shorts to be used commer-— 
cially in the theatres. The title of the 
series will be Service With The Colors. The 
various military and naval services are co- 
operating inmaking the necessary shots pos— 
sible. Although they do not say so, it may 
be presumed that the Army particularly is 
pleased and anxious to encourage anything 
Hollywood may do which will help in the 
recruiting program which is moving slug- 
gishly. 


The Signal Corps is not making any new 
recruiting films but already has on hand a 
number of 100-200 ft, 16mm sound films which 
are being sent around the country in special 
trailers to encourage Army recruiting. 


The Signal Corps is however making some 
new training films, and the Air Corps is 
making pilot training films. 


Also existing Army films are being put 
together for official purposes only. These 
have been made available and may be shown 
in commercial theatres if no admission is 
charged. 


Army and Navy are cooperating wherever 
requested in connection with newsreels of 
service operations. 


* 


The CCC has done nothing recently in the 
way of motion pictures due to the lack of 
funds and adequate personnel. Not long ago 
they thought there would be quite a sum 
earmarked for films, but this did not go 
through and now the CCC is faced with the 
task of conducting anextended program with 
the same amount of money. Hence they do 


not see any prospect of making any new pic. 
tures over the coming fiscal year except 
for 11strip films now underway inthe field, 


The strip films are part of the program 
of last yearwhen 10 strips were made in the 
CCC series "Stories Of American Industry," 


The Public Road Administration — formerly 
Bureau of Public Roads + are just about 
ready to abandon film work because of the 
trouble they have had in keeping up with 
developments. It takes solong to get tech. 
nical film ready, it seems, that the situ. 
ation changes before they can distribute 
it. They usually think in terms of con- 
struction methods and the use of equipment 
when they are considering educational mo- 
vies. They have made some films on the 
beauties of the national forests. 


* 


The Bureau of Reclamation is making prog- 
ress with plans for a super-film. The idea 
is to do a comprehensive job on the whole 
scope of reclamation work so that people 
east of the Mississippi can get a better 
idea of what it means. In the Bureau it is 
felt that there would be no opposition to 
reclamation work if people insections where 
rain occurs more than twice a year could 
really appreciate the significance of wat- 
er to arid regions. The script has not yet 
been written but the shooting sequence is 
reported as lined up. The work is under 
the active direction of. Bernard Glaha of 
the Reclamation Bureau. 


* 


The above information was received from 
our Washington correspondent. 


Steinbeck Script 


Herbert Kline and Alexander Hackenschmied 
are keeping mum onthe nature of the Stein- 
beck story which they arecurrently filming 
in Mexico. Something however may be gleaned 
from between the lines of a recent letter 
in which Kline says: "Our film is not a 
straight documentary like Crisis and Lights 
Out and the Spanish films worked on in the 
past, but a story documentary, written by 
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steinbeck, which Hackenschmied, myself, wife 
and crew are doing our best to do justice 
to..-We'll be finished sometime in Novem— 
ber, December at the latest...."We're fed 
up on 'action', and, while we're in every- 
thing from teargas to the wildest kind of 
street gunfire, we're hoping to get on with 
our main film which has little or nothing 
to do with current troubles." 


The story is reported from other sources 
to be a study of the Mexican peon. It is 
not certain, according to the report, that 
some of the very exciting films of the Mex- 
ican elections will not be incorporated in 
the film. 


Roland Reed Productions 


Two films have just been completed by 
Roland Reed Productions (Culver City, Cal.), 
makers of minute movies, sales training and 
institutional films. Meet The Watkins Family 
(42 min.) was made for the National Carbon 
Company and features their product Prestone. 
In its cast are Ralph Morgan, Andy Clyde, 
Raymond Hatton, Dorothy Peterson, Jackie 
Moran, Frances Robinson, June Carlson and 
others. It was directed by Jean Yarbrough. 


Touch All Bases is the title of a 1600 
foot subject made for the Shell Oil Company, 
the second picture made for Shell portray-— 
ing that company's progress. 


In preparation at Roland Reed at this 
time are two six-reel pictures, one for the 
Lutheran Synod and the other for the Lutheran 
Hour; also two more pictures for the Na- 
tional Carbon Company. A story is reported 
under way for Curtiss-Wright airplane. 


Production is about to start on a three- 
reel picture for the Servel Electrolux Com- 
pany entitled Partners in Progress. The 
filmwill demontrate Servel's 1941 product. 
Also ready for production are Silent Partner 
(two reels) which is a sales training pic- 
ture, and Where The Pavement Ends (one reel) 
which demonstrates rural merchandising and 
rural selling. Another film under con- 
Sideration for Servel is a consumer picture 


in three reels bearing the title Silence 
Is Golden. 


Burton Holmes Films 


Nearing completionat Burton Holmes (7510 
N. Ashland Ave., Chicago) is a motion pic-— 
ture on Chicago's new subway system. The 
film opens with early means of transporta— 
tion and continues through present and fu- 
ture modes of service. Many scenes of un- 
derground construction are included. “High 
point in the story deals with the present 
and future super-highway systems and their 
vital importance in releaving hazards and 
congestion." The filmwas produced for the 
City of Chicago and will be released by the 
Department of Subways and Superhighways. 


A recent production of Burton Holmes is 
a sound slide film, Easy Pickin's, which 
is now being released to the sales repre- 
sentatives of the J. I. Case Company of 
Racine, Wisconsin. The story is based on 
"the logic problem whichconfronts the aver- 
age small farm operator on cost, time and 
conditions involved in picking corn. The 
new J. I. Case corn picker meets this prob 
lem by being a unit that can be worked un- 
der abnormal conditions, proving its su- 
premacy over hand picking methods." 


Another sound slide film scheduled for 
release sometime in August is an educational 
picture sponsored by Allied Mills of Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana. The film described "the 
technique of proper feeding of dairy stock 
and fully covers all angles in showing the 
importance of balanced diet. 


Two Vocational Guidance films produced 
by Burton Holmes are described elsewhere 
in this issue under the heading "Guidance”. 


Castle Films 


Four newmotion pictures for use on 16mm 
and 8mm projectors are announced for release 
in September by Castle Films (RCA Building, 
Rockefeller Center, N.Y.C.) 


Wings Over World Wonders is described as 
a novel tour of the world, giving "bird's-— 
eye views ofwonder spots inmany continents 
as seen fromtheclouds. Soaring over thun- 
dering Niagara, Yosemite, the Canyon and 
the Rockies, this film plane then flies to 
the Orient, circles Fujiyama, and views New 
Zealand's Alps, the Pyramids and the Sahara, 


ending its air voyage over London, 
Naples and Vesuvius. 


Paris, 


A Thrill A Second isabout gamblers with 
fate who are generally winners in the end. 
The film is described as "A flashing suc— 
cession of men and women with nerves of 
steel, risking their lives in about every 
way that people devise for the thrill of 
new sensation." 


Come Back To Ireland is a“genial jaunt" 
among the thatched cottages, lakes, rivers 
and cities of Ireland, and a visit with its 
people. Killarney and the Shannon, market 
at Galway, fisher-—folk on the coast, peat-— 
diggers, the Blarney stone and Dublin are 
included in the sequences. 


Mexico pictures "the pageantry of a 
glorious past and the exotic beauty of to- 
day." 


Battle For France, fifth of Castle Films' 
New Parade series, was released in mid—July. 
Preceding subjects in News Parade were War 
In Europe, Scuttling Of The Graf Spee, Fin- 
land Fights, and Bombs Over Europe. 


Audio Productions 


Sound films which have been or will be 
released this summer by Audio Productions, 
Inc. (35-11 Thirty-Fifth Avenue, L.I. City, 
N.Y.) are as follows: 


An American Aladdin's Lamp - 

- Western Electric Company. 
A New Voice For Mr. X - 

- American Tel. and Tel. Company. 
A Continent Is Bridged - 

- American Tel. and Tel. Company. 
How It Happened - 

~ American Tel. and Tel. Company. 
Prestone News - 

- National Carbon Company. 
Trek - National Carbon Company. 
Symphony In F (Technicolor).- 

- Ford Motor Company. 
Suppose Nobody Cared - 

- Greater New York Fund. 


In production at Audio are several films 
which will bereleased this fall. They are 
at present untitled. This group includes 
two films for the Ethyl Gasolene Corpora— 
tion, and pictures for Johnson and Johnson, 


the New York State Milk Group, Parke Davis 
& Company, and E. I. DuPont de Nemours & 
Company, Inc. (.Zerone-Zerex Division). 


Guidance 


Two additions to the "Your Life Work" 
series are announced for release about Sep- 
tember 1, byVocational Guidance Films Ine, 
(Old Colony Bldg., Des Moines, Iowa). Re. 
leases are scheduled tomeet the Fall school 
term. The new titles are Woodworker anq 
Automotive Service. Previous titles in the 
series were Finding Your Life Work, Jour- 
nalism, and Radio And Television. The con- 
pany estimates that "over 5,000 teachers 
in 150 summer school classes in Audio-Visual 
Education and Vocational Guidance will have 
previewed and studied the values in "Your 
Life Work" films by the end of the summer." 


These films will be followed by The Elec- 
trictan and The Engineer. Producer of the 
series is Burton Holmes of Chicago. 


Contemporary Films 


Two subjects ina new series of instruc- 
tional Technique films designed for school 
and college use, are announced as completed 
by Contemporary Films, Julian Roffman, pro- 
ducer director (1451 Broadway, N.Y.C.). 
The films The Technique of The Silk Screen 
Process AS A Fine Print Medium and The Tech- 
nique of Plaster Sculpture illustrate new 
techniques and methods inthe field of arts 
and crafts. 


Murals 


The completion of a novel film on the 
subject of murals by Ernest Fiene is re- 
ported from Realfilms Inc. (1600 Broadway, 
N.Y.C.). Fiene painted two murals for the 
Needle Trades Educational Committee, spend- 
ing two years on the job. They were after- 
ward presented to the New York City Board 
of Education and now hang in Central High 
School (24th Street, N.Y.C.). Medium is 
fresco secco, and each mural measures 65 x 
17 feet. Of 200 figures in the murals, 53 
are actual portraits of persons connected 
with the needle trades industry. 


The novelty inmaking the film consisted 
in getting motion through the content of 
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the frescoes. For the murals tell a story 
and hence make their own scenario; and al- 
though as they hang they may be seen all 
at once, inthe filmthe camera has isolated 
and brokendown the parts of the mural scenes 
into sequence. At the beginning are in- 
troductory scenes on the making of the mural. 


Tentative title of the film is part of a 
phrase from Walt Whitman, The Main Shapes 
Arise, which occurs in one of the murals. 
Director is Sidney Kaufman. Shooting was 
by Sy Wexler in Kodachrome. Distribution 
by sale or rental will be handled by the 
producers. The film is 1-reel silent and 
runs 15 minutes. 


Arizona 


The great natural resources and scenic 
splendor of the State of Arizona are pic- 
tured in a new film (16mm sound, running 
time 40 min.) recently completed by the Bu- 
reau of Mines, Department of the Interior, 
in cooperation with an unnamed industrial 
concern interested in the development of 
the state. Its principal subject is min- 
ing. The film whose title has not been 
announced, is the latest addition to the 
Bureau of Mines film library, which now 
consists of more than 4,500 reels. These 
films were shown on more than a hundred 
thousand occasions in 1939 to attendances 
of more than nine million persons, accord- 
ing to the Department of the Interior. 


Copies of the new film are available for 
exhibition by schools, churches, colleges, 
civic and business organizations and others. 
Inquiries and applications are directed to 
the Bureau of Mines Experiment Station, 
4800 Forbes Street, Pittsburg. No charge 
is made for the use of the film, but the 
exhibitor is expected to pay the transpor- 
tation charges. A complete description of 
the filmhas been issued by the department's 
Information Service. 


Ninth State 


Distribution rights to the New Hampshire 
State film, The Ninth State, have been se- 
cured by the University of New Hampshire, 
according toa report from the Audio-Visual 
Aids Service of the university. The film 


is in 16mm, sound and color; running time 
30 minutes. Although the title is histor- 
ical -— New Hampshire was the necessary ninth 
state to ratify the constitution - the 
scenes in the picture are chiefly modern, 
being a portrayal of the advantages of the 
state in industry, education, and sports, 
and the beauty of its countryside. 


The Audio-Visual Aids Service also an-— 
nounces a complete catalog describing and 
evaluating a great number of films for ed- 
ucational use. 


France 


In view of the cessation of French film 
production, American audiences will take a 
special interest this fall in the release 
of the last of the films produced under the 
old regime. Three of them known to be in 
this country are these: Schbountz, a Marcel 
Pagnol film with the cast of Harvest and 
Baker's Wife, reported as a travesty on 
American film making, a schpountz being a 
fellow who thinks he has glamour, but hasn't. 
Because of the possibility of creating con- 
fusion, the title may be changed. 


Joffrot, based ona story by John Giono. 


Jardins Aux Murcite, retitled Heritage, 
a story of Spanish earth, filmed in Spain 
before and after the Spanish War, and said 
to contain remarkable photography. — 


They will be released at first theatric- 
ally, later in 16mm, by the French Cinema 
Center (N.Y.C.). 


British Section |. F. C. 


The British Government has accepted an 
invitation to establish a British Section 
of International Film Center on an experi- 
mental basis. This Section, which is under 
the control of International Film Center, 
will cooperate in bringing to this country 
and making available for general distribu- 
tion, British films of educational value. 
International Film Center was created to 
promote international understanding through 
the international interchange of films. It 
has been instrumental in bringing to this 
country films from Finland, Holland, Eng- 
land, Canada, and the Latin American Repub- 


lics, and has sent selected American films 
of educational value all over the world. 
Members of the Board are: -—- James T. Shot— 
well, of the Committee on Intellectual Co- 
operation; George F. Zook, of the American 
Council on Education; Luther Gulick, of the 
Institute of Public Administration; William 
Berrien, of Northwestern University; Henry 
Goodard Leach, of the American Scandinavi- 
an Foundation; and Richard J. Walsh, of ASIA 
magazine. 


Mr. Richard Ford has been appointed by 
the British Government to take charge of 
the British Section. 


Film Index 


The date forthe issue of the first vol- 
ume of The Film Index has now been set by 
the Film Library of the Museum of Modern 
Art for sometime during this coming October. 
There have been a great many delays in the 
past and the publication date is still more 
of a hope than a certainty. 


The full title of the volume will be 
Film Index, A Bibliography, Vol. 1, “The 
Film As Art." This is the bibliography of 
motion picture material which has been com 
piled and written by the Federal Writer's 
Project of the W.P.A. It will be published 
jointly by the Film Library and the H. W. 
Wilson Company (more than 800 pages, 20 
pages of cuts, price $10.00). 


In its full three volumes the Film Index 
is perhaps the most elaborately conceived 
project in film literature, covering all 
aspects ofmotion pictures from the time of 
their beginning. This first volume deals 
with creative, social and industrial phases. 
Classified and annotated it includes en- 
tries for upwards ofa thousand books, 5,000 
magazine articles, and 4500 reviews of in- 
dividual films (including descriptions and 
production credits). More than three hun- 
dred classifications divide the material 
into sections dealing with history, criti- 
cism, types of fictional, factual, and an- 
imated films, film crafts and biographical 
material on outstanding film craftsmen. 


Film Catalog 


A new departure in the treatment of de- 


scriptive notes has been instituted by the 
H. W. Wilson Company with the publication 
of the July supplement to its Educational] 
Film Catalog. To get factual, scene by 
scene descriptions of the content of films 
after or even prior to their release, and 
to give uniformity to the notes, the editors 
pre-viewed each of the 177 non-theatrical 
films in the new supplement. 


To accomplish this a projecting machine 
was installed inthe offices of the publish- 
ers. As a film is shown, a reviewer de- 
scribes the action in detail, talking into 
a recording machine. From that record the 
description is written, "insured," accord- 
ing to the publishers, "against the loss 
of any significant detail.” 


As in previous issues of the catalog 
films regarded as outstanding are noted with 
one or two stars, and in most cases, par- 
agraphs of critical comment follow the de- 
scription with the source of comment given. 
Inapreliminary section of the new supple- 
ment, nineteen books and pamphlets are re- 
viewed and attention is called to discon- 
tinued films and changes among producers 
and distributors. 


The new supplement is the third to be 
issued since the current main volume was 
published in 1939 supplanting earlier is- 
sues. Total number of approved films cata- 
logued is now 2,861. 


Notes 


A "state of stymie" is reported at the 
American Pictures Corporation which is pre- 
paring a film on Samuel Gompers. Dissatis- 
faction with the script is the obstacle. 

* 


The restored Colonial village at Wil- 
liamsburg, Virginia was recently used by 
Frank Lloyd for exteriors in his forthcom- 
ing picture, The Howards of Virginta. 

* 

From England comes this report concern- 
ing the DOCUMENTARY NEWS LETTER:"Once again 
we announce changes onthe Editorial Board. 
Paul Rotha and William Farr have both re- 
signed, the latter totake up a post at the 
Films Division of the Ministry of Informa- 
tion. The former's absence will be keenly 
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felt, as he did much to organize and estab- 
lish DOCUMENTARY NEWS LETTER in its early 
stages. In their place we are very glad 
to announce that Donald Taylor and John 
Taylor have joined the board." Donald Tay-— 
lor is the Managing Director of Strand Films. 


* 


Supplementing reports printed in various 
newspapers, it has been learned that suits 
against New York University and the Sloan 
Foundation for breach of contract in con- 
nection with films halted while in produc-— 
tion at Educational Film Institute, total 
more than $20,000. Eleven persons are su- 
ing. NYU, it is reported, will deny lia- 
bility for the Institute. 


Gallup Poll 


The 57-43 vote against the double feature 
recorded in the special national survey of 
the American Institute of Public Opinion, 
has been widely published in the general 
press along with a statement by Director 
Dr. George Gallup, and is therefore omitted. 
Printed here in full is the Supplementary 
Report issued by the Institute, giving the 
breakdown figures. The report has come in 
as we go to press, and it is therefore too 
early toreview the various interpretations 
that are very likely in formation among 
many divisions, organizations and persons 
of the film industry. Such interpretations 
and any ensuing controversy will be re- 
viewed in subsequent issues of FILM NEWS. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT: 


The loss of many foreign markets increases 
the importance of having more facts about 
the domestic market. For example, the United 
States Department of Commerce, quoting in- 
dustry sources has estimated that 85,000,000 
tickets are sold weekly in the United States. 
This figure is of questionable accuracy. 
During the week of July 13 to 19, 1940, the 
number of tickets sold, as estimated by the 
Institute, was 54,000,000. The weekly aver- 


age for the year can only be established 
by subsequent checks. 


KK KOK 


Although a majority of the population 
prefers single features, the survey here 


reported shows striking variations be-— 
tween different groups. Double fea-— 
tures aremore popular than single fea- 
tures among persons under 18 years of 
age, and among persons inthe lower in- 
come levels. As the following table 
indicates, the youngest age group, com— 
posed of youngsters six totwelve, vote 
for double features by a ratio of more 
than three to one. 


AGE GROUPS 
FOR SINGLE For DousBLe 
FEATURES FEATURES 
Ages 6 to 12 23 77 
Ages 12 to 17 42 58 
Ages 18 to 24 60 40 
Ages 25 Up 68 32 
This 


variation is the more important in 
the light of the fact, established in this 
study, that more than 60 per cent of the 
theater admissions each week throughout the 
nation are accounted for by persons under 
30 years of age. 


The lower income levels vote in favor of 


doubles whereas the upper income groups vote 
against them. 


|NCOME GROUPS 


For SINGLE For DousLe 

FEATURES FEATURES 
Upper Income Group 75 25 
Middle Income Group 63 37 
Lower Income Group 47 53 
On Relief 42 58 

OK 


Another interesting fact is that New Eng- 
land is the only section of the country 
where a majority of the whole population 
votes in favor of double bills. The vote 
of different sections of the country is as 
follows: 


PREFER PREFER 
SINGLE 
FEATURES FEATURES 
t 
New England States 43 57 
Middle Atlantic States 55 45 
East Central States 62 38 


West Central States 57 43 


South 58 42 

Rocky Mountain States 62 38 

Pacific Coast States 56 44 


There is little difference in the atti- 
tude of the two sexes on the question of 
double versus single features, as the fig- 
ures below indicate: 


SINGLE DOUBLE 
% % 
Males 56 44 
Females 58 42 


The results of the survey go a long way 
toward explaining a seeming paradox in 
the motion picture industry. Theatre 
owners have long known that most people 
say they prefer single features; yet 
when individual exhibitors have changed 
from adouble to a single policy, their 
business has declined. Theaters which 
draw a large part of their business 
from children and the poorer classes, 
and theaters located in a part of the 
country which favors double features, 
would obviously suffer by changing to 
single features, particularly if the 
single features are not of sufficient 
quality to attract customers in the 
higher age and income levels. 


KKK 


From the point of view of the motion pic-— 
ture industry itself the single feature poli- 
cy, however, is clearly indicated. Only by 
making pictures of greater appeal to those 
people who have sufficient money and who 
could attend theatres more often can the 
revenues of the industry be materially in- 
creased; and it is precisely these people 
in the higher age and income levels who 


register the greatest opposition to double 
features. 


From the point of view of the motion 
picture industry, perhaps the most im- 
portant finding of the survey is the 
fact that an estimated total of 32,000, 
000 persons, financially able to attend 
pictures frequently, actually go less 
than once a month. 


KKK 


While a majority of the American Public 
prefers single features, it would be untrue 
to say that double features are directly 
responsible for keeping many persons away 
from the box-office. The reasons go deeper, 


The adverse vote on double bills is more 
a reaction to "poor" pictures commonly 
found ondouble bills, than to the fa- 
tigue and length of time involved in 
seeing a double bill. 


Persons interviewed who disliked double 
features were asked whether they would change 
their attitude if both pictures on a double 
bill were good. When this qualification 
is added, opinion divides 64 to36 in favor 
of double features. However, the public 
seems to believe that this is an impossible 
hypothesis. 


KK KKK KK KK 


Competition is increasing from other forms 
of entertainment, particularly radio, mak- 
ing more necessary the building of programs 
of greater appeal to the public. Among all 
the persons interviewed, 55% say they are 
spending more time listening to the radio 
this year than last year, whereas only 15% 
report listening less. Even during the 
summer three times as many people say they 
stay home expressly to listen to the radio 
as say they goto motion pictures. A small 
but important gain is also recorded for 
night sports. 


Another indication of the influence of 
the economic factor is seen in the vote for 
single anddouble features according to the 
price of admission. 


PREFER PREFER 
SINGLES DouBLes 
Those who pay less 
than 30 cents 51 43 
Those who pay more 
than 30 cents 67 33 
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BRITISH 16mm FILMS IN THE UNITED STATES 


This summary of British 16mm films is the first attempt to 
co-ordinate the titles of British-made substandard films avail- 
able for showing in the United States. It is, in every way, 
preliminary to the publication, by the British Section of Inter- 
national Film Center, of a full descriptive catalogue for circu- 
lation among schools, colleges, libraries, etc. Additions and 
corrections will be welcomed. A number of the films listed 
come under the generally accepted heading of Documentaries— 
a word that has been adopted from Britain to describe both 
an attitude and a technique in the production of short films. 
Hitherto the distribution of British-made documentaries in the 
United States has scarcely equalled the recognition that has 
been accorded to them and to the pioneer work of the Docu- 
mentary Movement in Britain. This summary provides, for 
the first time, guidance for those who know of these films 
by name or reputation and yet are uncertain where to obtain 
them. Other sections of this summary list travelogues of various 
kinds and a number of films illustrating the sciences and natural 
history, many of which have, as yet, no exact counterpart 
among American productions. 


SUBSCRIBE TO FILM NEWS 


The titles of the British 16mm films in the United States 
have been arranged in six broad divisions, as follows: 


Films about Great Britain and British life, available free. 


Films about Great Britain and British life, owned by As- 
sociated British and Irish Railways and by the Cunard- 
White Star Line, available free, but withdrawn from 
circulation during wartime. 


Films about (1) London, (2) Rural England and Brit- 
ish life, (3) Scotland, available on rental. 


Social, economic and documentary films, available on 
rental. 


Gaumont-British films, available on rental. 


Films of Historical Events, available on rental. 


Against each title the extent of distribution is indicated and 
the names of distributors are abbreviated with symbols ex- 
plained at the end of the summary. After each title the number 
of reels is marked, and whether the film is silent or sound. 

Films in the following categories are not included in this 
summary:—(1) Ireland, (2) British Colonial Empire, (3) 
British-made fiction films; nor are films made and distributed 
by the Dominions — Canada, Australia, and South Africa — 
included. 

In a few instances, especially films about London, it is 
possible that the same film is listed more than once, under dif- 
ferent titles. 


(a) FILMS ABOUT GREAT BRITAIN AND BRITISH LIFE, 
AVAILABLE FREE 


All films available free are obtainable from the Travel and 
Industrial Development Association and from the YMCA. 
Around the Village Green (1) sd 
Art of the English Craftsman (2) sd. 

Beside the Seaside (2) sd 

Big Money (2) sd 

Bristol, Birthplace of America (1) si 

Bristol, City of 1000 Years (2) si 

British Navy (2) sd 

Calendar of the Year (2) sd. 

Edinburgh (1) si 

England’s Shakespeare (1) sd 

For All Eternity (2) sd 

The Green (1) sd 

Healing Waters (1) sd 

Heart of an Empire (1) sd 

Job in a Million (2) sd 

Key to Scotland (2) sd 

Lancashire, Home of Industry (1) si TIDA YMCA 
London on Parade (1) sd...-TIDA YMCA; also Wis. (rental) 
Men in Danger (3) sd 

Night Mail (3) sd.-____ _TIDA; also Wis. and MMA (rental) 
So This Is London (2) sd 

Spare Time (2) sd 

Speaking from America (1) sd 


What’s On Today (1) sd.- -TIDA YMCA 


(b) FILMS ABOUT GREAT BRITAIN AND BRITISH LIFE, 
OWNED BY 
1. Associated British and Irish Railways 
"2. Cunard-White Star Line 


Available free, but withdrawn from circulation during 
wartime. 


(Continued on page two) 
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1. Owned by Associated British and Irish Railways. 
Bonnie Scotland (5) si. 
By Cornish Coasts (1) sd. 
Corridor Third (3) si. 
Cornwal!, the Western Land (1) si. 
Dales of Yorkshire (1) sd., si. 
Dawdling in Devon (1) sd. 
Duchy of Cornwall (2) sd.; also YMCA (free) 
Land of the White Rose (1) si. 
London (2) si. 
Pathways of Perfection (1) si. 
Shakespeare Country (2) sd., si. 
Ships of the Narrow Seas (3) si. 
Southampton Docks (1) si. 
Study in Steel (4) sd., si. 
Trossachs (2) sd. 
Wandering on the Wye (1) sd. 
Washington Country (2) si. 
Western Highlands (1) sd., si. 
Yorkshire Dales (1) si. 
Yorkshire Holiday (1) si. 


2. Owned by Cunard-White Star Line. 


The following titles are selected from a long list of 16mm 
films owned by Cunard-White Star. Other titles in their list 
refer to European and overseas countries and are not within the 
scope of this summary. 

Across the Pennines (1) si. 

Air Enterprises (2) si. 

Along the South Coast (1) si. 

Along the South East Coast (1) si. 

Around the Village Green (1) sd.; also TIDA and YMCA (free) 
Ballater to Inverness (1) si. 

Bonnie Scotland (5) si.; also ABIR 

Dundee to Aberdeen (1) si. 

Dunoon and Cowal Gathering (1) si. 

Glasgow and Stirling (1) si. 

Heart of Old England (1) si. 

Highlights of London (1) sd. 

Honeymoon Cruise No. 1 (1) si. 

Honeymoon Cruise No. 2 (1) si. 

Key to the Empire (1) si. 

Land of the White Rose (1) si. 

Launching and Maiden Voyage of the Queen Mary (1) si. 
Northern England (1) si. 

On Wings Over the Atlantic (2) sd. 

Pass of Glencoe to Sandbank (1) si. 

Pathways of Perfection (1) si.; also ABIR 

Plymouth to London (1) si. 

Royal Edinburgh (1) si. 

Seeing London Town (1) si. 

So This Is London (2) si.; also TIDA and YMCA (free) 
The Sunset Isles (2) si. 

The Thames Valley and Shakespeare Land (1) si. 

Train to Dryburgh Abbey (1) si. 

Transatlantic Holiday (1) si. 


Trooping the Colour (1) si. 

Turning Her Around (1) si. 

We Three on the Road to Argyll (1) si. 
Wrexham (the North of Wales) (1) si. 
Yorkshire Holiday (1) si.; also ABIR 


(c) FILMS ABOUT (1) LONDON (2) RURAL AND IN. 
DUSTRIAL ENGLAND AND BRITISH LIFE (3) SCOT. 
LAND. ALL AVAILABLE ON RENTAL. 


1. Films about London. 


In this section it is probable that in one or two instances 
the same film is listed more than once under slightly different 
titles. 


Commercial London (1) si.--------------~--------_Who 
Good Old London (1) si.---------~- FC, IdP. VES. EPS. Mass. 
London (1) sd. (Nu-Art) _--_-----_-__- Widely distributed 
London (1) si. (Eastman Kodak) Widely distributed 
London (1) sd. (World Parade Series) Widely distributed 
London Wakes Up (2) sd.---------------~----- Gut. Cine. 
Roof Tops of London (2) sd.------------------ Gut. Cine. 
Statue Parade (2) sd._-__---___- Gut. Cine. IdP. YMCA. NC 
What the Puppy Said (3) sd.----------_- World. B&H. IdP. 
For other films about LONDON, see — 

Highlights of London (1) ae Cunard-White Star (free) 
Seeing London Town (1) si.___----Cunard-White Star (free) 
Heart of an Empire (1) sd.---------_- TIDA YMCA (free) 
London on Parade (1) sd.------------- TIDA YMCA (free) 
So This Is London (2) sd.-__-__--._-_-TIDA YMCA (free) 

2. Films about Rural and Industrial England and British 

Life. 

By the Side of the Road (1) si.. Dud. VES. Wis. Ill. Mass. Ariz. 
Cont (1) Widely distributed 


Canals of England (2) sd., 
Erpi. Geo. Ind. Cal. NC. Io. Wis. Okla. Kan. 
Cathedrals and Abbeys of England (1) ee 
England (1) sd. and si. (Pathe) — __ Widely distributed 
England (1) sd. (World Review Series) Gut. Cine. NC 
English Cathedral Towns (1) sd.__- B&H Cos. Des. Hai. West. 
Exploring Old England (with Will Rogers. Made in U.S.) 
ae Eastin. Garr. Gut. IdP. Un-Ed. 
Making China (1) si-----------------_- 
Manufacture of Spode:- 
Earthenware (1) 
Old and New England (1) si.----------------- __VES EPS 
On the Rocky Cornish Coast (1) a 
Rural England (1) sd. (Magic Carpet Series) ____TFC Un-Ed. 
Shakespeare and Stratford on Avon (1) si., 
B&H IntF. CFC NuArt 
Springtime in the Scillies (1) Gut. B&H Cine. 


Stratford on Avon (1) si.--__- A&B B&H Dud. Nu-Art. VES 
Fi. 


See also films available es from Travel and Industrial Devel- ” 


opment Association, Associated British and Irish Railways, 
Cunard-White Star, and on rental under Gaumont-British films. 
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3. Films about Scotland and Scottish Life. 


(1) EPS IdP. Mass. VES 
Bonnie Scotland Calls You (4) Gut. IdP. Cine. 
Caledonia Stern and Wild (1) Hoff berg Un-Ed. 
The Children’s Story (2) sd._._------__- MMA (35mm only) 
Face of Scotland (2) sd._______________ MMA (35mm only) 
Gathering of the Clans (1) sd.--_-_--____________ Hoffberg 
The Islanders (2) MMA 
40) IdP. Un-Ed. NuArt. 
Len. Pict. Gut. CFC B&H 


Scotland: Heavy Industries, Life in the Highlands, High- 
lands of Scotland, Gateways of the East. See under 
Gaumont-British. 


Scotland, the Bonnie (1) sd. (Fitzpatrick Trav.) __Den. A&B 


They Made the Land (2) sd.--------__- MMA (35mm only) 
Wealth of a Nation (2) sd.-----_--____ MMA (35mm only) 


The Wee Scotch Piper (1)si. (made in U.S.) Widely distributed 


See also films available free from Travel and Industrial Asso- 
ciation, Associated British and Irish Railways, and Cunard- 
White Star. 


(d) SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND DOCUMENTARY FILMS 
AVAILABLE ON RENTAL. 


Britain’s Undernourished (1) sd. (March of Time), 


Col. Lo. Minn. Wis. 
af (3) MMA AFC 


AFC (35mm only) 
Contact (3) sd., 


Gut. B&H Cine. IdP. Rosh. VES West YMCA CFC 


Cover to Cover (2) sd.____-_------- Very widely distributed 
Dawn of Iran (2) sd.-__--------_~ AFC MMA (35mm only) 
Enough to Eat (2) sd.---___- AFC MMA (35mm only) Minn. 


Five Faces of Malaya (3) sd., 
YMCA Gut. Cine. IdP. IntF. Minn. Rosh. VES Wis. CFC 


-_MMA 
Growth of the British Empire (2) si.----------__. VES EPS 
Housing Problems (2) sd.---------------- AFC MMA Wis. 
Kensal House (2) sd.-_--_--_-___- AFC MMA (35mm only) 


Life Line of the British Empire (1) sd.__ Nu-Art. Den. IdP. Geo. 


Line to the Tschierva Hut (1) sd. a 
The Londoners (4) sd.--- MMA AFC (35mm vada CFC 
London to Paris by Air (1) si.-------- VES 
Private Life of the Gannets (2) __MMA 
New Worlds for Old (3) sd.----__- MMA AFC (3 5mm only) 
MMA (35mm only) 
Shipyard (2) (35mm only, from Gaumont-British) 
Smoke Menace (2) sd.--------___- MMA AFC (35mm only) 
Song of Ceylon (4) _.....World 
Springs (2) sd... _ MMA and Shell (35mm only) 
Sydney Eastbound (2) sd. — _ AFC MMA (35mm only) 


Today We Live (2) sd.; also called Today and Tomorrow, 

Gut. MMA Cine. IntF. IdP. CFC NH Wis. 
Transfer of Power (2) sd._- MMaA and Shell (35mm only) 
The Warning (3) Gut. Cine. 
Water Birds (1) sd.- ____. Gut. Cos. Fi. IdL. Rosh. VES 


Wings Over Empire (3) sd. _._.MMA AFC (35mm only) 
MMA 


THREE FILMS DIRECTED BY ROBERT FLAHERTY: 


Man of Aran (7) sd._--_____ Gaumont-British (35mm only) 
Nanook of the North (6) si.------------__- MMA Edwards 


Shortened versions of all three films are available. 
FOUR LONDON ZOO FILMS, SUPERVISED BY 
DR. JULIAN HUXLEY: 


Fingers and Thumbs (2) sd., 
Gut. YMCA Cine. Geo. IdP. IntF. Minn. 


NH Rosh. VES Wis. CFC 
Mites and Monsters (2) sd.____ Gut. IdP. Cine. Geo. Minn. NC 
Monkey into Man (2) sd..------------- Gut. Cine. Geo. IdP. 
Zoo Babies (2) sd.___- Gut. Cine. Geo. IdP. Minn. NC YMCA 


(e) GAUMONT-BRITISH FILMS AVAILABLE ON RENTAL. 


In addition to the following, there are about 160 Gaumont- 
British 16mm films available for U. S. distribution. These films 
are for sale only, to distributors, and as they are not available 
for rental they have been omitted. The films listed below are 
available for rental. 


(In lists and catalogues Gaumont-British is often referred 
to as British Instructional Films.) 


1. The Secrets of Nature Series. 


All are available, silent, from the distributors Gut. Rosh. 
Cine. IdP. and VES. Most of the series is available from BRH 
in sound versions. All films in this series are one reel in length. 


Ant Lion 


Aquarium in a Wine _._._.YMCA 
YMCA 
Brock the Badger__-__-__-____--_------ Cos. Ohio YMCA 
Busy Bees 
Glow Worm 
Plant Magic 
Peed... Cos. YMCA 
Special Messengers 
Comte YMCA 
Studies in Animal Motion 
Also listed as Catch of the 
Cos. Eastman Kodak YMCA Tex. 


2. Other Gaumont-British Films dealing with: 


(a) The Sciences, except Social Sciences, 
(b) Social Sciences and other subjects. 
(Continued on page four) 
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(a) THE SCIENCES, EXCEPT SOCIAL SCIENCES: 


Amocha (1) sd. Minn. NH. Wis. EPS IdP. 
Annelid Worms (1) sd. NH Ohio 
Bird Sanctuary (or Nursery Island) (2) NH 
Crystals (1) sd. TexTech. CFC 
Earthworm (2) sd. Okla. 
The Filter (1) sd. NH 
Heredity in Man (1) sd. NH 
How Talkies Talk (1) sd. Wis. 
Interdependence of Pond Life (1) sd. NH 


Life in the Hedgerows (1) sd. Minn. NH Ariz. 
Story of a Disturbance (1) sd. CFC Wis. 
Vision (1) sd. Ohio 


(b) SOCIAL SCIENCES AND OTHER SUBJECTS: 
Citizens of the Future (2) sd. CFC 


Face of Britain (2) sd. Minn. Wis. 
Ex pansion of Germany 1870-1914 (1) sd. CWF Wis. 
Gateways of the East (1) sd. Ohio 
Great Cargoes (2). sd. Wis. 
Mediaeval Village (2) sd. CFC NH Wis. 
Money and Unemployment (held privately) 
Scotland: — 
Heavy Industries (1) _ _ Ohio 
Life in the Highlands (1) . Ohio Wis. 
Highlands of Scotland (1) Ohio Wis. 
This Was England (2) sd. Wis. 


(f) FILMS OF HISTORICAL EVENTS, AVAILABLE ON 
RENTAL. 


Battleship Graf Spee Scuttled (in several lengths, si. or sd.), 
B&H. Bass. Cen. MetM. Wils. Den. Ea. A&B 

Coronation of King George VI (in several lengths, si. or 

sd.) Also available in technicolour from TFC (3 reels) 
Very widely listed 

Life of Edward, Duke of Windsor (1) sd. or si., 

B&H. Castle. Met. Un-Ed. Who 

Visit of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth to Canada 

and U.S.A. (in several lengths, si. or sd.) Also in 
French Widely listed 


ABBREVIATIONS OF DISTRIBUTORS 


A&B Akin & Bagshaw, Denver, Colo. 

AFC American Film Center, New York City 

ABIR Associated British & Irish Railways, New York City 
Ariz University of Arizona 

B&H Bell & Howell, New York, Chicago, Los Angeles 
Bass Bass Camera Co., Chicago . 
CFEC College Film Center, Chicago 

Cal University of California 

Col University of Colorado 

Cine Cine Cinema, Inc., Boston 

Cen Central Camera Co., Chicago 

Castle Castle Films, New York, Chicage, San Francisco 
Cos Cosmopolitan Film Libraries, Detroit 

Cunard Cunard-White Star Line, New York City 

CWF Clem Williams Films, Pittsburgh 

Den Dennis Film Libraries, Los Angeles 

Dad Dudley Visual Fducation Service, Chicago 

Erpi Fepi Classroom Films, New York City 


EPS 


Edited Pictures Svstem, New York City 


EK Eastman Kodak, New York City 

Edwards Edwards Productions, New York City 
Eastin Eastin 16mm Pictures, Colorado 

FC F. C. Pictures Corp., Buffalo 

Fi Films, Inc., New York, Chicago 

Geo University of Georgia 

Gut Gutlohn, Inc., New York City 

Hoffberg Hoffberg Company, New York City 

IntF International Film Bureau, Chicago 

Garr Garrison Film Distributors, Inc., New York City 
lo University of Iowa 

lil. University of Illinois 

Ind Indiana University 

Hai Haite and Sons, Cincinnati, Ohio 

IdP Ideal Pictures Corp., Chicago 

Kan University of Kansas 

Len Lenauer International Films, New York City 
Mass Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass. 
Minn University of Minnesota 

MetM Metropolitan Museum, New York City 
MMA Museum of Modern Art, New York City 
NG University of North Carolina 

Nu-Art Nu-Art Films, Inc., New York City 

Ohio Dept. of Education, Columbus, Ohio 

Okla University of Oklahoma 

Pict Pictorial Film Library, New York City 
Rosh Roshon, Pittsburgh 

Sazin Sazin, New York City 

Shell Shell Oil Co., New York City 

sc University of South Carolina 

TexTech Texas Technological College, Texas 

TFC Teaching Films Custodians, New York City 
TIDA Travel and Industrial Development Association, New York 
UnEd United Educator Films Co., Pittsburgh 
VES Visual Education Service, Boston 

Wis University of Wisconsin 

Wilo Willoughby’s, New York City 

West Western Sound Service, Seattle 

Who Wholesome Films, Boston 

World World Pictures Corp., New York City 
YMCA YMCA, New York, San Francisco, Chicago 


INQUIRIES 


All additions, corrections and inquiries relating to the ma- 
terial in this supplement should be addressed to Richard Ford 
at the British Section of International Film Center, 45 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York City. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


A survey of South American and Latin-American films, now 


‘nearing completion at International Film Center, will be pub- 


lished by Film News in a September supplement. 
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